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Course Description 
The course is designed to introduce students to the science of life.  It will provide students a better 
understanding of the biological world.  It covers general biology topics such as the Nature of Biology, Cytology, 
Genetics, Biotechnology, Evolution, Biodiversity, and Ecology.   
 
Grading Policy 
Grades will be based on performance of homework, classwork, laboratory work, projects, and tests.  At the 
end of the grading period, all points will be added and a letter grade will be based on the following 
percentages:  
  90%-100%         =    A  

  80%-89%         =    B 
               70%-79%         =     C 
                           60%-69%         =     D 
                     59% and below     =    F 
 
Book and Supplies  
Textbook:  The Living Earth (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 
a clean notebook (recycled or new) 
blue or black pen, pencil, eraser, a pair of scissors, glue, ruler, a set of colored   
markers / pencils, calculator 
 
Notebook Requirement 
Notebooks should be brought to class EVERYDAY.  
 
Absences and Make-up Work 
Make up work or tests may be given if an absence is excused.  A simple note from a parent or guardian is 
required to make-up missed work within the week of absence.  An alternate activity may be given to 
substitute work from an excused absence.     
 
Consultation Time  
Students are encouraged to set-up an after-school meeting with the teacher if they have any questions or 
clarifications about a lesson, project or assignment.   
 
Policy on Late Assignments 
Ample time will be given to complete assignments. Late assignments shall only be given 50% credit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classroom Expectations 

 Respect of self:  be in class and on time, turn in assignments, stay positive, work hard 
 Respect for others:  participate in activities, assist in lab group projects, provide positive comments to 

peers (no put downs), have healthy group/class discussions  
 Respect of property:  take good care of school property,  clean-up after activities/labs 
 Respect for the learning process:  everyone learns at a different pace and in a different way; help each 

other out 

Classroom Routines 

1. Please be in your assigned seat and have your materials ready before the bell rings.  
2. Check the front board for the day’s assignments/activities. 
3. Begin working on warm-up/daily question quietly in your notebook immediately while attendance is 
being taken. 
4.  Be prepared to work with a seatmate, your lab group, or with another classmate. 
5. Please ask to use the restroom at appropriate times. Use of the bathroom during class will be limited 
to after the first 10 minutes and before the last 10 minutes of class. Do not ask while we are instructing 
or at the beginning/end of class. 
6. Clean your work area and materials used before leaving class.  Return tools/books/electronics used in 
appropriate carts/containers. 
7. Cell phones should be kept away (like INSIDE your bag/pocket). If you don’t have a wristwatch, CHECK 
TIME with OUR CLASSROOM CLOCK. 
8. USE A CALCULATOR AND NOT YOUR SMART PHONE for computations.  
9. No food or drink in the lab classroom for safety reasons. 
10. The bell does not dismiss you.  The class will be dismissed when everyone is seated and the 
classroom is clean and organized. 
        
If a rule is broken or if instruction time is disrupted, expect that- 

 
1. You may be asked to attend a consultation or detention with the proper authority.   
2. You may be pulled out of class and sent to the proper authority. 
3. Your parents/guardians may be called for a conference with the Teacher and Administration. 
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I have read my child’s Biology class information sheet. 
 

Printed Student’s Name Printed Parent’s/Guardian’s Name Telephone #/e-mail 
 
 

  

                                                        
                                                         ___________________________ 
                                                               Parent/Guardian Signature 
 


